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For four days, the Duncan M. Gray Episcopal Camp and
Conference Center, near Way, Mississippi, served as hosts for over
130 young adults and veteran Civil Rights workers as they prepared
for "The New American Freedom Summer." This event brought
together a new generation of activists with experiences of some of the
original organizers of the 1964 Freedom Summer. Plenary sessions,
testimonials and field trips to sites in Greenwood, McComb and
Jackson, Mississippi, illustrated how the voter drives of the 1960s
changed the political and cultural environment in Mississippi -- and
in the nation. Panelists included notable Civil Rights activists Hollis
Watkins, Euvesta Simpson, Dr. L.C. Dorsey and James Evans.

"There was a wonderful symmetry in their being here 40 years
after young people like them were trained to come to Mississippi
to work on matters like voter registration and other key Civil
Rights issues," said Bishop Duncan M. Gray of Mississippi. Gray
helped welcome the group to Mississippi and to Gray center on
June 28. "It made me feel very good, that despite our sometimes
tragic history, that Mississippi had made sufficient progress to
now host a similar training of young people for the important
Civil Rights work of this generation."

During the conclusion of the training, Watkins, who participated in
the planning and execution of this event, as well as the events of the

original Freedom Summer, invited the participants to give a response
on the things that they had seen and the places that they visited.

"The exchange of ideas is amazing for me, because it changed
my life. I'm back to my old beliefs; back to a time when I built
something," said Antonio Sanchez, a native of Peru and now a
schoolteacher in Los Angeles.

"I heard of slavery. I have seen people in a struggle. I have been
someone in a struggle, but my experiences here in Mississippi
have brought the reality to bear. I will be able to let people know,
not only what I was able to see in film what happened in the great
state of Mississippi...but I have the documentation to show how
we are taking for granted what was a struggle in the 60s," said
Carliene Paul, who hosts a radio show in Miami and who works
with the Haitian American Youth of Tomorrow.

From Gray Center, the volunteers broke into groups that traveled
to Tucson, Phoenix, Douglas and Nogales, Arizona, as well as
Miami, Fla. The volunteers worked with local organizations
involved in non-partisan civic efforts to support immigrant rights
for a six-week period ending in mid-August. Much like the work
in the South that empowered and enlightened a new generation of
minority citizens, it is hoped that the summer of 2004 will bring
similar results in the Arizona and Florida immigrant populations.

The New Testament is written in
Greek, the language spread and promot-
ed by Alexander the Great (356 - 323
BCE) wherever he conquered (all the
way to western India).  When the
Romans conquered the western part of
Alexander’s empire, they continued to
promote the Greek language and Greek
culture, since they had an “inferiority
complex” about their own native
Roman culture.  Believing Greek lan-
guage and culture superior to their own,
they emulated all things Greek them-
selves and used Greek language and
culture to unite their vast empire.  That
is why the Roman Empire largely used
Greek outside of Italy.

Greek was able to become the vehicle

for the spread of the Christian message
to all the people of the Roman Empire
because it was the language which tied
the Roman Empire together. Regardless
of the language people learned at home
as their native language, almost every-
one in the Roman Empire was busy
learning Greek because economic suc-
cess and advancement depended on
knowing Greek.

This is very much the situation today in
sub-Saharan Africa, where hundreds of dif-
ferent languages are spoken in the rural areas
(the “bush”), but in the cities, French,
English or Ki-Swahili is what most people
speak.  Generally French in West Africa,
English (or Ki-Swahili) in East Africa, these
languages are necessary for communication

outside one’s
tribe/ethnic
group and for
education, since
few textbooks
in African lan-
guages are
available.

Jesus and
the first disci-
ples spoke
Aramaic, but if
s o m e o n e
( b i l i n g u a l
Aramaic and

Greek speakers) had not translated the
Christian message into Greek, the Jesus
movement would never have spread
around the Mediterranean as it did, but
would have been restricted to Aramaic-
speaking populations in Palestine, Syria,
and Iraq. If anonymous bilingual
Aramaic- and Greek-speaking early

Jewish Christians had not spoken of Jesus
in Greek to Greek-speaking Jews and
some of those Greek-speaking Jews had
not spoken of Jesus in Greek to non-Jews
(Acts 11:19-20), we would perhaps never
have even heard of Jesus of Nazareth,
who would have been the founder of an
obscure Jewish sect which might have
perished from the earth, which is what
happened to early Aramaic-speaking
Christianity.  It was Christianity in Greek
“dress” that survived and eventually
became the religion of the Roman
Empire, then of Europe, and now has
spread throughout the whole world.

The Rev. William G. Gartig will answer
your questions about the Bible,

Episcopal life and other religious sub-
jects. Send questions to 2146

Cameron Ave. Apt. 5, Cincinnati, OH
45212-3631 or at 

gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.
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S C H O L A R ’ S  C O R N E R
Why was the New Testament written in Greek and not in Latin?

After all, it was the Roman Empire back then that ruled the
world. Why did Paul not write his letters in Latin?

A New American Freedom 
Summer forms in Mississippi

ERD helps families affected by hurricanes
Episcopal Relief and Development is responding to victims of

Hurricane Ivan with emergency assistance to affected communi-
ties in the Caribbean and United States. ERD will keep you
informed about developments regarding relief efforts following
the devastating storm. For updates online, please visit www.er-
d.org.

To make a contribution and help people affected by hurricanes
in the Caribbean and United States, donate to the 2004 Hurricane
Relief Fund at www.er-d.org or call 800.334.7626, ext. 5129.
Gifts can be mailed to: Episcopal Relief and Development, c/o
2004 Hurricane Relief Fund, PO Box 12043, Newark, NJ, 07101.

ERD is working with affected dioceses devastated by
Hurricanes Charley, Frances and Ivan to provide critical assistance
such as food, temporary shelter, clothing, and medicine to vulner-
able children and families.

Please continue praying for people affected by the hurricanes.

Storm bashes Windward Islands
Hurricane Ivan has devastated the Island of Grenada, part of
the Diocese of the Windward Islands, one of our partner dioce-
ses. The island sustained a great deal of damage to homes,
businesses and public buildings. At this time, there is no phone
service to any of the Windward Islands and most of the islands
are without electricity.
Episcopal Relief and Development has set up a fund for the
relief of hurricane victims, both in the United States and over-
seas. We are asking that contributions from our congregations
be made through Episcopal Relief and Development and ear-
marked for the Windward Islands.
Information on donations can be found at the Episcopal Relief
and Development web-site www.er-d.org.


